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Study for Title Nine, 
2013, 76.5x57 cm, 
charcoal on Fabriano 

Artistico; portrait of Rosalind 
Franklin, the scientist who 

obtained visualization of the 
structure of human DNA prior to Watson & Crick’s more 

notorious discovery, included within You Have Seen Me, 
2007, series of 24 drawings, each 76.5x57 cm, charcoal 
and Prismacolor on Fabriano Artistico (close detail); 
portrait of Jacqueline Kennedy, Pink Pillbox Hat, 2008, 

56x61 cm, oil on birch panel; portrait of Sladjana 
Vidovic, one of five adolescent suicides in less than 

three years at Mentor High School in Mentor, Ohio, 
Study for Mentor Project, 2010, 51x56.5 cm, charcoal 
and Prismacolor on Fabriano Artistico. IMAGES 

THROUGHOUT portfolio details, except Trinity mushroom 
cloud in the public domain, Apollo 11 launch, moon 

from outer space courtesy of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
specifically  the NASA History Office and 
the NASA JSC Media Services Center 
(edited). 

PREPARED 
FOR Jonathan Johnson HSFCA Project 

Manager 2013 APP Hawaii: Commemorative Sculpture  Request 
for Qualifications  Hawaii State Foundation on Culture and the Arts  No. 1 Capitol 

Building 250 South Hotel Street 2nd Floor  Honolulu HI 96813 
    EMAIL jonathan.johnson@hawaii.gov

PREPARED 
BY Jana Brubaker 
studio6other 

PORTFOLIO  
6other.com 

EMAIL jana@6other.com 
TEL 206 359 0530

07 sep 1924 
b. Inouye

06 dec 1927 
b. Mink

07 dec 1941  
Japan attacks 
Pearl Harbor

08 dec 1941 
artist’s mother’s 11th 
birthday, though I did not 

notice the coincidence of 
dates until I was an adult. 
I learned very early on 
that conflict is not resolved 

through not-speaking.
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THANK YOU FOR CONSIDERING MY QUALIFICATIONS for designing work 
honoring the memories of Senator Daniel K. Inouye and Representative Patsy T. 
Mink and visually facilitating their legacies to inspire future generations.

Denied access to higher education by my parents, one of my first survival jobs was 
assisting the developer predominantly responsible for the build out of the south 
end of the Las Vegas Valley, projects made possible thanks to Hawaiian “pork” 
reinvested in the mainland, which eventually returned to enrich the legacies of 
some 2,000 Hawaiian families. In addition to interacting with investors and civic 
leaders, my responsibilities grew to include supervision of completion of a com-
mercial complex that would house the firm’s headquarters; even before my higher 
education in art and design, the only two changes that a registered architect made 
to my office suite plans disrupted interior traffic flow and inconvenienced clients.

I worked my way through my undergraduate program in fine arts with emphasis in 
painting and drawing by balancing my academic studies with two and sometimes 
three jobs assisting researchers in a program globally renowned for its contribu-
tions to the field of human genetics, gaining experience with budgeting, grant 
proposals, and web design and development, skills that further benefit your 
project. My sacrifices to my own career empowered my then husband, now a 
successful Justice Department prosecutor, through law school and into his profes-
sional legal career. While I do not boast the J.D. behind my name, I learned a little 
about law from those experiences listening and observing. Patsy Mink and Daniel 
Inouye died without seeing an end to sexism and racism in our culture because, 
while laws establish rules for civil society, fear cannot be legislated away.

Fear, a human emotion, is a problem of human psychology. Fear between self and 
other, any other – east/west, island/mainland, woman/man, black/white, private/
public, civilian/military – is a problem of communications. Where all communica-
tion is visual, and where the technology of our era permits visual communications 
both rapid and global, visual communications and law might collaborate to build 
a more civil and just society, furthering the accomplishments of Hawaiian leader-
ship. Title IX was a 20th century milestone toward achieving equality in access to 

higher education for all genders, but a quick glance through the caseload for 
the DOJ’s civil rights division in education, rape stats on college campuses, 
and recent headlines of gender- and/or racially motivated abuse both on- and 

“I have the audacity to 
believe that peoples 
everywhere can have 
three meals a day for their 
bodies, education and 
culture for their minds, 
and dignity, equality, and 
freedom for their spirits. 
I believe that what self-
centered men have torn 
down, other-centered 
men can build up.” 
 – Martin Luther King, Jr.

off-campus, in military and civilian 
life, tell us that we still have our work 
cut out for us to honor the life works 
of Daniel Inouye and Patsy Mink.

IN MY PERSONAL NARRATIVE, my 
first semester of graduate school 
was disrupted by a male colleague, 
with a history of anger management 
problems and alcohol abuse already 
on record with the local police 
department, who decided to ignore 
manufacturer’s HAZMAT warnings 
or common sense and use shared, 
unventilated studio space for toxic 
resin known to cause respiratory and 
neurologic harm and even fatality in 
high enough doses over prolonged 
use, an incident that sent me to urgent 
care and leaves me with apparently 
permanent respiratory damage. 
A belated departmental seminar 
on hazardous materials taught me 
nothing that I did not already know 
from being responsible for HAZMAT 
compliance for a biochemistry labo-
ratory at a major research institution 
or that anyone could learn simply by 
reading the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions.  I endured  the  remainder of 
the term with my colleague glaring 
evilly at me with his eyes moving up 
and down my body as if he wished 
to cause me further harm, sitting 
behind me in classes we were both 
required to attend and taunting me 
for my “sensitivities” while offering 
his studio space across the hall from 

mine to undergraduate students as 
a place where they could also abuse 
toxic chemicals, and he showed up 
inebriated to install our midterm 
exhibition (late night, otherwise 
deserted building, power tools). 
My department faculty responded 
to a second incident over the winter 
break by rewarding my peer’s abu-
sive behavior with larger, preferential 
studio space and publicly reprimand-
ing me over a group email forum, first 
for following my department chair’s 
instructions to call 911 should the 
situation recur, and again when they 
tried to force me to disobey physi-
cian’s orders and install my work in a 
building unsafe for me to enter.

In blatant violation of Title IX as well 
as the university’s contract with me 
to provide studio space and stipend 
in exchange for my teaching and 
campus committee duties, sexism 
unfortunately prevailed beyond my 
department and proved to be institu-
tionalized, with the Women’s Center 
that provided programming for 
sorority social events but no support 
with the situation in my department 
beyond referring me to the campus 
environmental safety office, which 
sent out a kindly, elderly white gen-
tleman who dismissed the threats 
from my thirty-something-year-old 
colleague as little more than grade 
school playground pranks. The Dean 
of Students assigned the case to one 

Visual communications 
and law might collaborate 

to build a more civil and 
just society.

16 jul 1945 
Trinity test

06 aug 1945  
United States 
attacks Hiroshima

09 aug 1945 
United States 
attacks Nagasaki
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of his staff members, a so-called pro-
fessional mediator, who commented 
on the newly audible rasp in my 
breathing but blamed it on the local 
agricultural practice of crop burning, 
interrupted me no fewer than four 
times to speak for me during our one 
and only conflict resolution meeting, 
“What Jana meant to say was…” to 
translate my experience in a manner 
more pleasing to my male colleague 
while treating him as if he should be 
no more responsible for his behavior 
than a toddler. The outcome of that 
meeting was the Dean’s office forbid 
me from speaking of my experience 
outside their conflict resolution 
session, with no further follow up 
investigation or plan for remediation. 

I made  the very difficult personal 
decision then that my work was 
more important than dropping out 

of school to pursue legal remedy 
against my peer, my department 
heads, and my graduate institution, 
but while that may have been the best 
choice for me, I wondered if that was 
maybe a selfish decision and an error 
in systemic judgment when, earlier 
this year, that same Dean finally 
decided to form a committee to 
study the problem I identified eight 
years earlier, their institutionalized 
and interrelated problems of mas-
culine aggression and alcohol abuse, 
but not until after public pressure 
following an incident when another 
of his drunken male students wan-
dered away from a fraternity party 
and died of hypothermia in the harsh 
Moscow winter, a story that captured 
international headlines.

FIVE YEARS AFTER PATSY MINK 
passed through the threshold that 
we call  life, I petitioned my gradu-
ate school for: 1) permission to vastly 
exceed our contemporary standard 
for dissertations by designing, let-
terpress printing, and hand-binding 
my thesis document, extending 
my written metaphors into visual 
and even structural form, and 2) to 
change the title of my degree to 
Mistress of Fine Arts as a critique of 
the masculine bias of language in 
higher education. Where our culture 
is structured on dichotomous terms 
and hierarchically organized so we 
value masculine over the feminine, 

public over private, and white over any other ethnicity, if we hope to inspire future 
generations toward equality between the sexes we must develop a more inclusive 
language, not simply change the law, but by finding a way to describe and value 
women’s experiences as much as men’s, not simply by admitting women to the 
boys’ club, a language that includes all of humanity, not just mankind.

Despite  including 48 citations from experts across the fields of philosophy, 
psychoanalytic theory, linguistics, feminist theory, design, and technology, my 
academic petitions never received academic review, instead were administratively 
declined by a clerk working for the daughter of a former Nazi, who objected to 
printing from movable type on the basis that it “might not be archival,” a technol-
ogy first developed in China in the 12th century, though it did not revolutionize 
the Western world until Gutenberg published his Bible in the 15th century, and 
who later objected when my story was published in the campus newspaper prior 
to receiving her administrative permission. 

Still later juried into an international exhibition in Chicago, my thesis inspired sup-
port from faculty, staff, and graduate and undergraduate students at campuses in 
three states. When one of my young design students shared her disappointment 
that the naming convention was so 
arbitrarily declined and asked what I 
was going to do next, I explained that 
I never expected that petition to be 
approved, but that I had done my part, 
passed the torch from one generation 
to another, and next it was her turn, 
whereupon her expression shifted 
from discouragement to inspiration, 
musing the possibilities. 

Images this spread: 
 thesis exhibition install, showing 
Lolita paintings (in whitewashed 

oak frames with African purpleheart 
splines), You Have Seen Me 

drawings, and Wild Child (on 
pedestal), with letterpress proofs 

from thesis document  
(folios framed separately).

Left: tagline from the Department 
of Justice website, in such beautiful 
digital typography, too, as if to 
replicate in the 21st century John 
Adams’s failure to heed Abigail’s 
warning to “Remember the women!” 
Accessed August 2013.

01 nov 1955 to the fall of Saigon on 30 apr 1975 American War in Vietnam

27 aug 1968 
Inouye keynote speech 
Democratic National 
Convention, Chicago

22 nov 1963 
assassination of  
President John F. Kennedy

21 aug 1959 
Hawaii statehood
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HAD I DROPPED OUT 
of school to fight legal 
battles,  I would not now 
have the skills that you seek, 
representing the likeness of the 
human figure, skills I attribute not to 
talent but to education, sacrifice, and 
hard work, adding to my technical 
skills that range from architectural 
space planning, where the entirety 
of your site, whether interior or exte-
rior, should be given as much con-
sideration as the work itself; textile, 
full press production, and furniture 
design and build experience work-
ing with three-dimensional materi-
als; graphic design and typography 
expertise for designing identity, 
infographics, building signage, or 
timelines of the lives and accom-
plishments of Patsy Mink and Daniel 
Inouye;  and  audiovisual  motion 
media and web design and devel-
opment for engaging an audience 
between and beyond the islands.

To  your  project  I  also  bring  my 
graduate research into critical theo-
ries of identity, trauma, and recovery, 
scholarship inspired by working with 
my college drawing students, who 
brought to the studio classroom 
unresolved conflict or trauma, and 
I began noticing marked improve-
ments not just in drawing but in 

their overall socializa-
tion, contributions 
to class discussions, 

and active engage-
ment in their learning 

once they had acquired 
visual vocabulary and 

grammar as communica-
tion tools.1 Where our national 

response to the tragedy at Columbine 
High School was an increase in 
surveillance technology and police 
presence coincident to curricula 
changes emphasizing test results 
that increased tech sector profits 
while decreasing budgets across 
the arts and humanities, I responded 
to the campus shootings at Virginia 
Tech by teaching my students conflict 
resolution, empathy building, and 
collaborative working skills that they 
could carry with them beyond the 
drawing studio classroom. Feedback 
that semester included one young 
man coming from at least three gen-
erations of military family history, 
determinedly failing all of his other 
courses in his first semester to prove 
to his parents that he was not college 
material, who thanked me by saying, 
“I’m not coming back to campus in 
the fall, but  if  I was,  I’m definitely 
taking a class from you again.”

WHILE PARTICIPATING IN the 
totem carving project now erected 
in the shadow of the Space Needle 
to memorialize a Native American 
shot in the back and killed by a 
former member of Seattle Police 
Department, I discovered my Native 

Images this spread: stills from stop 
action video documenting a 2011 
protest demonstration at Apple 
Retail. Visually communicating the 
relationships between tech sector 
profit and temporary teaching 
labor that threatens the unionized 
workforce is faster than scrolling 
through their vast funding sources 
that include WalMart, the same 
megabanks responsible for the 2008 
global economic collapse, and the  
U.S. Department of Education. 

Left: Study for Title Nine, 2013, 
76.5x57 cm, charcoal on Fabriano 
Artistico.

“According to our 
constitution, economic 
growth is not the goal 

 of education in a 
democratic nation.” 

 – Martha Nussbaum

16 jul 1969 
Apollo 11 launch to 
moon with Wernher 
von Braun’s Saturn 

V rocket power

16 jul 1969 
b. artist

23 jun 1972 
Title IX Education Amendments

renamed the Patsy 
Mink Equal 

Opportunity in 
Education Act in 2002

FBI agents 
watching the 

apartment 
where she was 
held captive 

include artist’s 
future father-in-
law

04 feb 1974 
Patty Hearst 
kidnapped
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heritage buried beneath generations 
of racism and sexism in my own 
family, as well as commonalities 
between Native tradition and the 
history and theory of Western art 
production: where there is a loss or 
trauma suffered, followed by image-
making, which leads to forgiveness 
and healing. At the totems one eve-
ning, I met a former successful entre-
preneur, Marine Corps veteran, and 
Hurricane Katrina survivor who had 
watched his family die while trapped 
on a rooftop, and later escaped to 
find his former fiancée’s body where 
she had been raped and murdered 
by citizens of their community, six 
years later indigent and begging 

for food on the streets 
because he was too 
proud to accept gov-
ernment food assis-
tance. Diagnosed 

with PTSD by no 
fewer than two VA 
staff psychologists, 
when I offered an 
empathetic hand to 

hold during a par-
ticularly painful point 

in the telling of his 

story, he paused many long moments 
before placing his black hand in my 
white  one.  “It  has  been  six  years 
since I have touched another human 
being,” he explained his hesitation, 
where apparently, despite billions 
of dollars invested in technology 
systems to better track the data of 
their patients2, military psychologists 
have forgotten the healing power of 
touch, or the laying on of hands.

I  could  be  wrong,  but  I  suspect 
Daniel  Inouye did not risk  life and 
sacrifice limb just for America’s wars 
to return home to her schoolyards. 
A review of the statistics for sexual 
abuse in the military and suicide3 
eerily shadowed by the adolescent 
suicide rate4 shows me that, if we 
want to honor the lives of Hawaii’s 
leaders, we need to teach ways 
of recovering from trauma and 
resolving conflict without resort-
ing to violence. I like to think one 
day members of our society might 
look back at the rape culture upon 

Right: All We Want Is Peace, 
2011, 76.5x57 cm, charcoal on 

Fabriano Artistico, portrait of and 
gift exchange with Rick Williams, 

for helping me find my way to my 
Native foremothers. Opposite: the 

memorial totem for his brother, 
where its unfortunate site installation 

beneath the Space Needle 
reemphasizes the phallus of white 

industrial tourism towering over 
Native tradition.

“Can we demilitarize 
these technologies, turn 
them on their heads, 
and prepare for peace 
as exuberantly as we’ve 
prepared for war?” 
 – Bruce Mau

04 apr 1992 
b. Sladjana Vidovic, 

Bosnia; artist 
writes a poem titled 
my own personal 
marilyn, an ode to a 

friend who died in 
high school

06 apr 1992 Bosnian genocide begins, continues until

20 mar 1976 
Patty Hearst 
convicted of 
bank robbery

18 nov 1988 
b. Miranda 
Gaddis

m. artist to man 
whose 2nd wife 

would attempt 
suicide to escape 
him, and 3rd wife 
became homicide 
victim
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which it was founded and shake their heads and marvel how far they have evolved. 
From war to conflict resolution simply by hearing the perspective of the Other, 
and valuing that perspective on equal terms.

ANY TIME WE PLACE A BOUNDARY BETWEEN OURSELVES AND ANY OTHER, 
define that border of difference, we limit our possibilities and risk subverting 
rather than honoring the life works of Patsy Mink and Daniel Inouye. While the 
decision to limit your RFQ to Hawaii artists may well be intended to achieve the 
noble goal of providing a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to regional artists, you 
also risk excluding a perspective that might increase and expand your community, 
much as the influence of your leaders expanded well beyond your island borders. 
During World War II, Daniel Inouye found commonality and fought alongside other 
U.S. troops, even when he first had to petition for acceptance into that community, 
much as Patsy Mink fought for women’s acceptance into the previously closed 
borders of higher education, and the foundation that bears her name continues 
to find commonality with impoverished women, bridging the gap in our access 
to higher education.

Like one of the 2009 recipients of a Patsy Takemoto Mink Foundation scholarship5, 
I grew up with parents who provided for our bare physical needs but neglected 
the emotional/psychological development of their children. Like Daniel Inouye, 
my father was a veteran of the U.S. military, and a federal civil servant, a tradi-
tion continued by a nephew currently stationed in Hawaii. Like Brittney Ferara, I 

have also been a victim of the crime of 
rape, and like her mother, my mother 
refused to hear my story. Likewise, I 
decided to bridge the gap from victim 
to survivor, and I too have observed 
and experienced first hand egregious 
class discrimination within the very 
system of social services that are sup-
posed to protect the most vulnerable 
members of our society. 

From war to conflict 
resolution simply by 

hearing the perspective 
of the Other, and valuing 

that perspective on 
 equal terms.

This page: Pink Pillbox Hat, 2008, 
56x61 cm, oil on birch panel. 
Opposite: Titled after a line 
from a short story by Jorge Luis 
Borges, This Bullet Is an Old One, 
2009, 102x152 cm, oil on canvas, 
memorializes the first assassination 
that was televised live. More than 
any other painting in my oeuvre, this 
surface best approaches the blur of 
difference between figure|ground, 
subject|object, or self and any 
other, philosopher Hannah Arendt’s 
admonition to recognize the evil 
within as much as the evil without. 
Working wet-into-wet, a slow 
process built up over many layers 
through time, continually correcting 
earlier attempts, where one wipe 
the wrong way turns our beloved 
former First Lady into Bozo the 
Clown, wipe another way, and the 
shadow below the nose becomes a 
fascist moustache above the lip.

Dayton Accords, drafted in Ohio, signed in Paris 14 dec 1995

24 mar 1994 
d. Ana Mladić, 
suspected suicide 
with her father’s 
pistol

20 apr 1999 
Columbine High School massacre

16 jul 1999 
d. JFK, Jr.

artist’s 30th 
birthday

aug 2001 
Ashley Pond 

accuses Ward 
Weaver of attempted 
rape; police do not 
investigate

20 
jan 2001 

Patty Hearst 
pardoned by 
Pres. Bill 

Clinton
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to cover the cost of a month’s living in Seattle to their captive audience of impov-
erished artists while standing before a PowerPoint projection where those same 
administrators incorrectly spelled Jackson Pollock’s name, I could offer no local 
recommendations for my Hawaiian neighbor’s continuing education. 

WHAT I LEARNED FROM OUR all-too-brief dialogue, however, is that there is 
a potential market for my services in 
Hawaii, where your savvy real estate 
developers, building owners, and civic 
leaders must surely recognize that my 
product is preferable to empty store-
fronts or urine-soaked doorways that 
describe the mainland from sea to 
shining sea, from Seattle to the other 
Washington, physical and psychologi-
cal evidence contradicting headlines 
that insist we have recovered from the 
Great Recession.

After funding for an academic web 
development project fell through and 
a former partner still suffering the 
lifelong effects of childhood sexual 
abuse left me stranded last fall at the 
same interstate rest area where the 
authorities tracked down the DC-area snipers a decade earlier, I managed to hole 
up in a cheap motel in the same state where my sixth-great-grandmother’s tribe 
was nearly wiped out two centuries ago. There my sojourn coincided with Senator 
Inouye’s crossing, where I found in nearby Maryland a community painfully in 
need of my range of skills across art, design, and technology. 

“Provide for the women of America something that is 
rightfully theirs—an equal chance to attend the schools of 
their choice, to develop the skills they want, and to apply 
those skills with the knowledge that they will have a fair 
chance to secure the jobs of their choice with equal pay 
for equal work.” – Birch Bayh, emph. added

Race can only be viewed 
as an “issue” separate 

from education, public 
policy, or life in the 

United States in the 
early 21st century if you 

happen to have been 
born white, pass white, or 

are otherwise sheltered 
by ignorance or class 

privilege.

09 jan 2002 
Ashley Pond 
kidnapped, 
Oregon City

08 jan 2002 
No Child Left Behind

08 mar 2002 
Miranda Gaddis 
kidnapped, 
Oregon City

United States “war on terror”

23 feb 2002 
Colombian presidential 
candidate Ingrid 
Betancourt abducted by 
the FARC

11 sep 
2001 

destruction of 
World Trade 
Center Twin 
Towers, attack 
on Pentagon

31 oct 
2001 

MA Governor 
Jane Swift pardons 
convicted more 
than 300 years after 
Salem Witch Trials

UNLIKE MS. FERARA, MY HIGHER EDUCATION HAS NOT LED TO A PATHWAY 
out of poverty and homelessness, despite a client list that includes Stanford 
University’s Graduate School of Business Center for Social Change which has 
produced perhaps more than any other institution across our nation edupreneurs 
busily amassing their personal fortunes while eroding our system of public 
education that is the foundation for any democratic government, and a sitting 
member of Seattle School Board who publicly prides herself on “unpacking the 
knapsack of white privilege” but whose entire 2011 campaign for public office 
was founded on racism, despite the oblivious denial of the more senior of her 
campaign managers, a white male with a brother elected to Washington’s state 
government, co-author on so-called “anti-bullying” legislation likely to be as 
ineffective in resolving campus conflict as comparable legislation in the state 
of Ohio6, an oblivion echoed by the more junior of her campaign managers, a 
home-schooled young woman one semester shy of her associate’s degree, who 
dismissed my design research questions about identity and rebranding with the 
prim observation, “I didn’t know that race was an issue in this campaign,” where 
of course race can only be viewed as an “issue” separate from education, public 
policy, or life in the United States in the early 21st century if you happen to have 
been born white, pass white, or are otherwise sheltered by ignorance or class 
privilege.

Toward the end of the last month that I could scrounge together rent in Seattle, I 
was blessed to meet one of my neighbors who had recently moved from Hawaii 
into the apartment above, another artist who tapped on my door at midnight 
to offer me one of his own serigraph prints, stuffed in my hand all the cash he 
happened to have on hand, and asked where in Seattle he could take figure 
drawing lessons, in exchange for some of my college coursework that I’d left in 
the hallway for reuse or recycling. 

After three years acquainting myself with Seattle’s provincial art scene, where 
I explored exhibitions mounted by museum curators unfamiliar with Freudian 
theory let alone 20th century critical theorists who radically shifted the historic 
framework for analyzing art, the University of Washington’s well-respected art 
and design programs that currently emphasize concept and digital technology 
over the hand-eye coordination you seek for arriving at likenesses of Daniel 
Inouye and Patsy Mink, and a highly politicized state arts funding organization 
that provides salaries for its administrators to organize seminars as soap boxes for 
shrieking about the importance of proofreading proposals for grants inadequate 
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United States “war on terror”

12 mar 2003 
Elizabeth Smart 
rescued

28 sep 2002
d. Mink

05 jun 2002 
Elizabeth Smart 
kidnapped, SLC

24-26 aug 2002 
Oregon City girls’ 
bodies found

31 aug 2002 
artist moves 
from SLC to 
Portland, OR

✽02 oct 2002 
Ward Weaver III, 

son of a serial killer and 
Vietnam War veteran, 
indicted on charges 

related to rapes/deaths of 
Oregon City girls

JUST A STONE’S THROW FROM our 
nation’s capital and synecdochic of 
our problems nationwide,  the com-
munity aesthetics have so deterio-
rated that its lifelong residents avoid 
their own town center, willing to pay 
an economic expert for his amateur 
aesthetic advice7 recommending a 
strategy that includes delegating 
the work of design professionals 
to unpaid high school students and 
adding a redundant level of ad hoc 
administration between visual pro-
ducers and our market audience, 
while encouraging artist studios to 
revitalize their downtown on the 
paradoxic condition that artists meet 
a minimum $40,000 annual income. 
No members of their community vis-
ibly make comparable investments in 
visual art, however, a balance sheet 
problem readily identified even 

without a degree in economics. The 
development director confirmed 
for me much the same story as the 
salaried local director of their state-
funded arts council, that neither the 
community development folks nor 
their aesthetic “experts” dialogue 
with each other; furthermore, beyond 
her good intentions as society matron 
and spouse of a psychiatrist at a local 
hospital, the arts director is not quali-
fied for her position, lacking educa-
tion in a visual field. In my aesthetic 
analysis, I found at the heart of their 
community, posted near the campus 
of their publicly funded, privately 
managed arts magnet high school, a 
pharmaceutical company advertising 
its product of questionable value8 
to the most vulnerable members of 
the community – its homeless citizens 
and its own children.

Meanwhile, it took me less than three 
hours to troubleshoot a backend 
code problem that had perplexed 
the computer-building whiz kid 
employed by the town’s only pri-
vate gallery owner, giving me the 
opportunity to observe that the 
community’s predominant marketing 
firm has a 15-year history of selling 
bad design and sloppy code to small 
business owners too gullible to know 
better, though I received not so much 
as a generic mass-bcc rejection email 
to my response to their posting for a 
UX designer, while the self-described 

anarchist gallery owner financially 
supported by her union-laboring 
partner has yet to pay my bill in full, 
a commonality she shares with the 
Seattle School Board director.

Technological anxiety again fought 
and won over imaginative problem 
solving from folks employed within 
the community’s empathy industry, 
accompanied with the correspond-
ing visual illiteracy that inevitably 
coincides with abuse and narcissis-
tic aggression. The director of their 
local charity organization was only 
too happy to meet with me when he 
thought I was bringing him donations. 
He was able to open a new window 
in his web browser, but when I com-
mented that he didn’t have to search 
for my URL in Bing, he could just type 
it into the address bar instead, his 
tone shifted to panicked frustration, 
“You mean up here?” reminiscent of 
one of my former university design 
students, who typed an excessive 
nine W’s to arrive at a URL she knew 
without needing to search for it: first 
to get to Google’s homepage, then to 
type the URL into their search field, 
then to type into the address bar 

the first URL that returned from her 
search. 

After  I  explained  that  I  meet  at 
least six of the categories that their 
own experts have determined are 
necessary to economically revital-
ize any community, in return, I was 
asking for his reciprocal help with 
emergency shelter, finding a suit-
able location where I have the skills 
to convert to live/work space one of 
the multitude of empty store fronts 
available in their downtown, he 
hastily ushered me from his inner 
sanctum out to the quasi-agency’s 
intake office, introducing me to two 
ladies who did not know how to find 
the volume and pause/play buttons 
on their keyboards and could not 
comprehend the need for art, design, 
or technology in their community 

At the heart of 
their community, 
a pharmaceutical 
company advertises 
its product to the most 
vulnerable members of 
the community—its own 
children.

Images this spread: frame stills 
from De-Signing Hagerstown, 

2012, 1280x720 px, HD audiovisual 
multimedia, visual analysis of 

community, comparison between 
magic realism of Christina’s World 

and contemporary “magic pill.”  
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world while competing for grants 
from our wealthiest multinational 
corporations, which is how the same 
organization that instigates civil 
war and benefits from slave labor in 
Africa also vests some considerable 
interest in maintaining the status 
quo of impoverished women and 
children in North America, who have 
no mechanism to appeal for justice 
from the so-called charitable arms of 
profit-generating corporations oper-
ating above the law, or without the 
oversight of democratic governance.

Which is also how the education of 
schoolgirls is inextricably interwoven 
with warfare.

When our technologies 
have spewed so much 
pol lut ion into the 
planet’s atmosphere 
that the Kennedy 
c h i l d r e n  s u f f e r 
asthma8, or gener-
ated nuclear disas-
ters on the scale 
of Chernobyl and 
Fukushima, our 
narcissistic greed 
can no longer 
be described 
a s  a  d i f f e r-
ence between 
nat ions nor 
e v e n  c l a s s 
a r r o g a n c e . 

16 apr 2007 
Virginia Tech massacre

23 sep 2007 
submit 

MFA thesis 
petitions

28 nov 2007  Margrit von Braun’s clerk 
denies renaming petition; approves design petition after 

conservation librarian intervenes

“It is such a small thing 
to do, not necessarily 

to write about, but, with 
one’s skin, with one’s 

heart, each according to 
their means, to approach 
another’s suffering, not to 
ignore it, and to do one’s 

best to bear witness to it.” 
– Hélène Cixous

my 
journal entry 

begins “today 
I bought a 
one-way 

ticket to hell”

29 mar 2007 
d. Eric Peter Mohat

but could explain that cots at the 
Salvation Army were already filled 
with mothers and children. The cold 
weather shelter had cots available in 
a communal hall, but no place to stow 
my desktop that I bought on plastic 
to replace the laptop that did not 
outlast the Great Recession, with the 
added stipulations that each guest 
had to be out on the street by morn-
ing, and I would need to abandon 
my cat to a separate animal shelter.

The director at Habitat for Humanity 
was more compassionate in tone and 
demeanor, but worked out of a dreary 
warehouse office under twitchy 
fluorescent lighting, decorated with 
stock “motivational” photographic 
posters, and could offer no solution 
to my observation that their minimum 
income requirement means that the 
most vulnerable members of the 
population are excluded from their 
charity, and again the visual incom-
prehension, equating my pitch for 
art installations in the community’s 
empty storefronts – a similar con-
cept in Vancouver, Washington, had 
received support from ReStore – with 
her badly designed, cheaply manu-
factured, branded product “swag” 
haphazardly stuffed into one of those 
otherwise empty windows. 

No empathy whatsoever from the 
assorted directors and residential 
attendants at the local chapter of a 

The same corporation that 
instigates civil war and 
benefits from slave labor 
in Africa also vests some 
considerable interest in 
maintaining the status 
quo of impoverished 
women and children in 
North America.

national chain of nonprofits reputed 
to provide shelter for abused 
women, who refused to meet with 
me in person and were openly hostile 
on the telephone, suspicious of my 
request for shelter, and neglected 
to establish safety in our conver-
sation before firing a barrage of 
privacy-eliminating questions at me 
without, paradoxically, listening to 
my answers to them. When I asked 
that she please slow down and give 
me a chance to answer her survey 
questions, one young woman snarled 
back that it was her interview, and 
she didn’t need my evaluation of her 
performance; their grant funding was 
attached to my ability to meet their 
qualifications, and their qualifiers 
required me to prove the unprovable.

Most of the links to state social ser-
vices in Maryland, like Washington, 
result in 404 (page not found) errors, 
which I could repair for them if either 
state was hiring web designers or 
if our state leaders recognized 
that graphic design solves visual  
communicat ion problems, an 
expertise that frequently eludes 
web developers trained strictly in 
computer sciences.

AS OUR SOCIAL SERVICES HAVE 
eroded, nonprofits have eagerly 
stepped in to fill the hole, staffed by 
administrators priding themselves 
on their passion for changing the 

Rather, we have designed an animal 
that either cannot think systemi-
cally – which does not commend 
our highest echelons of education, 
money, and power – or cares more 
about profit than its own offspring: 
the human animal.

It does not take a degree from an 
elite institution to identify the core of 
any conflict, the difference between 
any two human beings, a problem 
named by a Haitian activist and guest 
speaker I invited into my university 
classroom to teach my design stu-
dents how to interview and listen to 
clients in preparation for answering 
the assigned problem on the depart-
ment’s curricula, designing a poster 
to commemorate an historic event. 
The core of the multivalent prob-
lems of deforestation, drought, and 
starvation in Haiti, even before these 
problems were severely exacerbated 
by the 2010 earthquake, can be sum-
marized in one word that translates 
across English, French, and Kreyòl: 
sexy. 

The speed with which my department 
reassigned me from my teaching 
duties that semester while avoiding 
ever addressing the issue of my male 
colleague’s anger management again 
reveals institutionalized sexism, insti-
tutionalized racism, coinciding with 
privileging the crafting of pretty, 
unthinking design product over the 

United States “war on terror”

03 oct 2007 
meet with 

mentor over 
wine, discuss 

thesis writing
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Background images this spread: 
frame stills from Drawing and 
Recovery, 2013, 1440x1080 px, HD 
audiovisual multimedia for PTSD 
recovery curricula.

02 oct 2008
d. Sladjana Vidovic, Mentor, Ohio 03 oct 2010 

launch site 
rebuild; first learn 
about Mentor 
stories

22 sep 2010
Tyler Clementi suicide, Rutgers

11 mar 2011 
Tōhoku earthquake 
and tsunami, 
Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear disasterfinish portrait of 

Patty Hearst; 12th 
anniversary of 
my  father’s 
death

02 jul 2008 
Ingrid Betancourt 
rescued by 
Colombian army

“There’s something else 
that puts an additional 

fear into people, namely 
that they themselves 

are terrorists… So this 
terrorism inside all of us, 

that’s what generates 
the rage and fear, that 

that’s what I don’t want, 
anymore than I want the 

policeman inside myself—
there’s never just one 

side to us. We’re always 
both: the State and the 

terrorist.”  
– Gerhard Richter

✽Washington, DC beltway snipers kill five people in separate incidents from morning to 
night,

the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act 

signed by President GW Bush, 

United Kingdom successfully tests a nuclear weapon, 

1283
Dafydd ap Gruffydd, the last independent ruler of Wales, 

becomes the first prominent person in recorded history to be

OCT

Iraq gains independence from the United KingdomThe Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes 
renamed Kingdom of Yugoslavia, 

Freud writes to his friend Fliess, after abandoning his seduction theory, 

Kintpuash (“strikes the water brashly”) aka 
Captain Jack, Modoc tribal chief hanged

Increase Mather, past president of Harvard and accused by his 
contemporaries of molesting young girls, publishes condemnation of 
 spectral evidence used in Salem Witch Trials, not because 
it is scientifically unsound, but because the devil might take on the 
appearance of others in

382
Emperor 
Theodosius I 
concludes a 
peace treaty 
with the Goths 
and settles them 
in the Balkansmar 2009 United States “war on terror” renamed Overseas Contingency Operation

2008
oberC T03 O

linking financial industry greed 

with legislative corruption, and 

rewarding globally unsustainable 

automotive and oil industries2002
doubling the quantity of their victims 
in multi-week spree holding the eastern 
seaboard in fear’s grip

1990
1952becoming the world’s third nuclear-armed nation

1897

1929

16921873

after fatally shooting the 
only U.S. general killed 

during the so-called Indian 
Wars on North American soil

03or02
dragged through the streets attached to a horse’s tail, then hanged, 

revived, disemboweled with his entrails burned before him, finally 

drawn and quartered; some confusion in dates between

Utah genealogist publishes Bush family 

ancestry on all sides of Salem Witch 

Trials, adding to former presidents’ 

earlier identified Nazi heritage.

21

dreams

♦

confessing his own hysteria, dreams, and memories of childhood cruelty to his niece

♦

“Land of the South Slavs”

Reunification of Germany

03 oct 2008 
wake from 

dream of 
giving birth to 
daughter; also 

toddler son

intercommunicative process of teaching and learning, perhaps the subject/object 
problem for art, design, psychology, communications, marketing, urban planning, 
politics – all relations, from domestic to foreign affairs. At our thesis exhibition, again 
the otherwise deserted gallery. Hearing an unexpected sound while installing my 
You Have Seen Me series of drawings of the faces of women and girls, I turned to 
observe my male colleague, three years after I was injured, still glaring evilly at me  
 
 
while slowly hefting a hammer from hand to hand. I met his gaze, steadily, without 
expression, without returning his threatening gesture, until he blinked and looked 
away first.

DO WE INVEST IN LOVING COMMUNICATIONS, or do we only budget for fear? 
Can we still afford fear, or must we begin designing for love?

Instead of merely purchasing a static sculpture-object commemorating the 
lifeworks of Patsy Mink and Daniel Inouye, your budget for public art could be a 
reinvestment back into your community, engaging the community in the process 
of design and art making, teaching empathy building, visual literacy, and conflict 
resolution skills from a live/work location in a neighborhood in need of revital-
ization while researching, designing, and building or subcontracting with local 
artisans or contractors a memorial to Hawaiian leadership. What better location 
than island paradise for trauma recovery for military veterans otherwise slipping 
through the cracks of our war culture? Sliding scale workshops designed for a 
range of ages and socioeconomic ability, from school children to business and 
civic leaders, hosting monthly salons from an aesthetically designed space to 
add value to real property and neighborhood small businesses. Building a new 
economy by designing for the human instead of the user, privileging humanity 
over profit, sacrificing fear to love.

Thank you for the opportunity to continue my life’s work through honoring the 
lives and continuing the legacies of Patsy Mink and Daniel Inouye, drawing from 
my early career experiences in real estate and community development, manag-
ing private and public funding comparable to your available budget, furthering 
my scholarship and practice in fine arts and design, applying my post-graduate 
research into problems in education, trauma, and recovery.

Mahalo.
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nov 2012 
left for dead by son 
of Colombian former 

ExxonMobil accountant; 
ex-husband plea 

bargains prison 
sentence for woman 

who murders her 
toddler after months of 

torture 

14 dec 2012 
Sandy Hook Elementary School massacre

17 dec 2012 
d. Inouye, 
Maryland

meet with 
development 
director of 
community in 
Maryland

may 2013 United States Overseas Contingency Operation rebranded Countering Violent Extremism

26 aug 2013
RFQ deadline, 
Inouye and Mink 
memorials

This page: Study for Mentor Project 
(Portrait of Sladjana Vidovic), 

2010, 51x56.5 cm, charcoal and 
Prismacolor on Fabriano Artistico.

16 May 2012 
Ratko Mladić 
trial begins

NOTES
1. Psychologists Annie G. Rogers, 
The Unsayable (New York: Random 
House, 2006) and Judith Herman, 
Trauma and Recovery (New York: 
Basic Books, 1997) both find in their 
clinical practices that patients use 
visual communication as a method 
for recovery. Dr. Rogers recognizes its 
healing potential, while Dr. Herman 
never theless privileges talking 
therapy, a logocentrism common 
to the field of medicine.

2.  Conver sat ion wi th former 
Microsoft usability testing engineer 
tasked with building new systems 
for the trauma psychologists at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, who described 
having the skills to accomplish their 
goal for a fraction of the cost, but 
the military insisted on burning their 
budget on technology (Seattle: 10 
Sep 2012).

3. Janet Kemp and Robert Bossarte, 
Suicide Data Report (Department 
of Veterans Affairs Mental Health 
S e r v i c e s  S u i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n 
Program, 2012) so riddled with 
simple spell-check errors that I worry 
about the reliability of the data, but 
seems to indicate 35 per 100,000 
population, while Rajeev Ramchand, 
Joie Acosta, Rachel M. Burns, Lisa H. 
Jaycox, Christopher G. Pernin, The 
War Within: Preventing Suicide in the 
U.S. Military (Santa Monica: RAND 

Corporation, 2011) recommends a 
program of organizational denial, 
avoidance, and blame the suicide 
victim for reducing its highest rates 
of 19.5 and 18.5  from  the Marine 
Corps and Army respectively, yet 
paradoxically compares against 
civilian suicide rate as "substantially 
higher" at “around 10” in summary 
and “12.5” elsewhere in same report.

4. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Suicide Facts at a Glance, 
(citing CDC National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control, Web-based 
Injury Statistics Query and Reporting 
System “WISQARS,” 19 Oct 2012) 
states, “Among 15- to 24-year olds, 
suicide accounts for 20% of all deaths 
annually,” doubling the percent-
age from the same agency's 2007 
analysis, if I am interpreting their data 
correctly.

5. A n n a  L i m o n t a s - S a l i s b u r y , 
Scholarships Help Work Around 
Welfare Limits (New York: Women's 
eNews, 8 Jun 2010), womensenews.
org/story/education/100607/schol-
arships-help-work-around-welfare-
limits, accessed Aug 2013.

6.  Interviews  with  Bill  Mohat, 
who described then-Ohio House 
Representative Jimmy Stewar t 
o p e n l y  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e 
ineffectiveness of “anti-bullying” 
legislation that he coauthored 

and went into effect 30 Mar 2007, 
coincidentally  one  day  after  Eric 
Mohat came home from school and 
fatally shot himself after one of his 
bullies suggested that he do just that, 
corroborated by Vivian Goodman, 
“No Legal Recourse” in Mean Kids 
(Kent: WKSU, 2010), wksu.org/news/
features/meankids/?story=26401, 
accessed Sep 2013.

7. Anirban Basu, Developing an Arts, 
Entertainment and Education Cluster 
in Washington County, Maryland, 
prepared for Washington County 
Arts Council (Baltimore: Sage Policy 
Group, 2012).

8. Thanks to technology, you no 
longer need to be an expert in psy-
chology or psychiatry to confirm 
the debate over medications raging 
within the mental health services 
community; two recent examples 
confirming my design analysis 
include Alan Schwarz, Drowned 
in a Stream of Prescriptions (New 
York: The New York Times, 02 
Feb 2013), accessed online, and 
Patrick D. McGorry, MD, PhD, et 
al, Randomized Controlled Trial of 
Interventions for Young People at 
Ultra-High Risk of Psychosis: Twelve-
Month Outcome (J. Clin. Psychiatry, 
2013),  74(4):349-356.

9.  Robert  F.  Kennedy,  Jr.,  Our 
Environmental Destiny (Berkeley: 

Mario Savio Memorial Lecture, 2008) 
as reported 11 Dec 2008 by Barry 
Bergman, University of California, 
Berkeley, Public Affairs, berkeley.
edu/news/berkeleyan/2008/12/11_
RJK-Jr.shtml, accessed Sep 2013.

BIOGRAPHY Jana Brubaker has 
pitched hay to cattle, served catered 
food to Nobel laureates, swapped 
sour dough bread-baking exper-
tise with lawyers who have argued 
before the Supreme Court of the 
United States, resolved back-end 
code issues that stumped computer 
whiz kids, scrubbed decade-old 
f lood mud from movable type, 
operated  19 th centur y printing 
presses, and taught design, draw-
ing, and collaborative working skills 
to drug addicts, single mothers, and 
service members of the U.S. military. 
Her work has exhibited nationally 
and is held in public and private col-
lections, her voice has been heard on 
Radio Free Moscow, and her hands 
helped carve the memorial totem 
erected in the shadow of Seattle’s 
Space Needle.

REFERENCES
Debbie Storrs, Ph.D., Dean
College of Arts & Sciences
University of North Dakota
Montgomery Hall, Room 125
290 Centennial Drive, Stop 8038
Grand Forks, ND 58202
debbie.storrs@und.edu
701 777 2749

Sean Quinlan, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of History
University of Idaho
PO Box 443175
Moscow, ID 83844-3175
quinlan@uidaho.edu
208 885 5876

William Mohat
8623 Hilltop Drive
Mentor, OH 44060
wmohat@yahoo.com
440 488 1658



islands

26 aug 2013

24

“I no longer believed in coincidences. 

Ever since I had been abducted, in this 

space of life outside time… I’d concluded that you 

had to be patient and wait for the purpose of 

things to become visible. And then coincidence 

ceased to exist.”  

– Ingrid Betancourt


